Laos charms as SEA Games host
(by Sieh Kok Chi)
I was quite excited when Laos decided to host the 25th SEA Games in Vientiane in 2009, as I expected the same metamorphosis of the city’s sports infrastructure as experienced by Kuala Lumpur in 1965 and in Hanoi in 2003.

I had visited Vientiane a few times from 2005 to 2008 and there were practically no suitable sports facilities in Vientiane then.  There was the old Chao-Anu-Vong Football stadium, an open-air stadium with around 8,000 concrete seats.  There was no international standard swimming facilities, indoor stadium.  The couple of sports halls were located in the Laos National University and the site of the proposed National Sports Complex was an empty, open area, about 10 kilometres from the City centre. 

At the Opening Ceremony of the 25th SEA Games on December 9, this open area had been transformed into the National Sports Complex, with the 20,000-seat capacity National Stadium, the National Aquatics Centre, two Indoor stadiums, a shooting range and a tennis centre. Other venues constructed included a SEA Games Golf course, the Booyong Gymnasium for taekwondo, the Budo Centre for judo.  
The National Stadium which hosted the Opening and Closing ceremonies, athletics and football, was a state-of-the-art stadium and will certainly be put to good use, after the 25th SEA Games, particularly for Football, the most popular sport in Laos. 
The National Aquatics Centre was also of a high standard, with seating capacity for 2,000. It is designed to cater for all 4 disciplines of aquatics – swimming, diving, water polo and synchronized swimming and also for fin swimming. 
As it was the first occasion that the NOC of Laos organized the SEA Games, expectations were mixed as to how well the 25th SEA Games would be run. The fact that Laos is a small, developing country with a population of around 6 million, and Vientiane a population of about three quarters of a million, did not add to the confidence of many sports people.

Fortunately the skeptics’ worries were unfounded, when they discovered on their arrival in Vientiane how well the organizing committee had fulfilled their commitments and responsibilities.  The volunteers were young, bright and enthusiastic university students or fresh graduates, all with good command of English.  They were well trained, well mannered and were most professional in carrying out their duties.   
Security measures were reasonable and discreet.  Police escorts were provided for VIPs, for guiding their vehicles through the heavy traffic around the sports venues. The police escorts were young female police officers, on motorbikes, with one as the rider and the other the pillion. The pillion had a whistle and a flag and expertly guided the VIPs’ vehicles smoothly through the heavy traffic without any sirens or hassles. 
As the SEA Games in Vientiane was the 25th edition, spanning 50 years, the norms and requirements of a SEA Games are quite standard.  As such there were no complaints, but only compliments.  One of the positive feedbacks from athletes and officials was that the Athletes Village, because it is brand new, was very good,  second only to the  Athletes Village of the 20th SEA Games held in Brunei Darussalam in 1999, which was excellent.   
There was a certain freshness and innocence in the way the Laotians experienced the 25th SEA Games, and the whole country was proud of their hosting role and totally behind the effort to use the Games as a publicity campaign of Vientiane and Laos.  
The people of Vientiane were very supportive of their national athletes and their national teams.  They were further motivated by the exceptional performance of the Laos Men’s Football Team, who, against all odds, entered the semi-finals.  There were sold-out crowds at all the matches played by the Laos football team. The fanatical supporters waved large Laotian national flags, painted their national flags on their faces.  
The Games will leave a long legacy, not only because Laos will be able to bid for regional, continental and even world sports events, but also because the great performance of their athletes (33 gold medals, 110 medals in total) will encourage  youth around the country to participate in sports and strive for international acclaim. 
The number of visitors to Vientiane for the 25th SEA Games was phenomenal. If it was not for the SEA Games, most if not all of the visitors would not have gone to Vientiane. Most of the flights during the period December 6 to 18, were fully booked.  Through the hosting of the 25th SEA Games, the tourism potential of Laos with the other 10 countries in the Southeast Asian region would have increase significantly. 
Overall, the organisation of the 25th SEA Games was a great success. The Laos NOC has every right to be proud of its achievements, both on and off the sports arenas.  The standards of Laotian athletes would surely improve further and would certainly make the SEA Games more competitive.  Vientiane and Laos have proven once again that the hosting of the SEA Games could bring much benefit to sport and to the country.

Final Medal Tally
	Rank
	Country
	Gold Medals
	Silver Medals
	Bronze Medals
	Total Medals

	1.
	Thailand
	 86
	83
	97
	266

	2.
	Vietnam
	83
	75
	57
	215

	3.
	Indonesia
	43
	53
	74
	170

	4.
	Malaysia
	40
	40
	59
	139

	5.
	Philippines
	39
	35
	51
	124

	6.
	Singapore
	33
	30
	35
	98

	7.
	Laos
	33
	25
	52
	110

	8.
	Myanmar
	12
	22
	37
	71

	9.
	Cambodia
	3
	10
	27
	40

	10.
	Brunei Darussalam
	1
	1
	8
	10

	11.
	Timor-Leste
	0
	0
	3
	3

	
	Total
	372
	374
	500
	1246


