OLYMPIC COUNCIL OF MALAYSIA

MINUTES OF THE 25th ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE OLYMPIC COUNCIL OF MALAYSIA HELD ON 17th JUNE 2006 AT 2.30 P.M. AT OCM INDOOR

SPORTS ARENA, WISMA OCM, JALAN HANG JEBAT, KUALA LUMPUR
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-
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2.
ATHLETICS

-
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3.
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-
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-
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12.
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-
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13.
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-
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-
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15.
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-
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-
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-
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-
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-
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-
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23.
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24.
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-
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-
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-
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31.
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-
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32.
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-
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33.
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
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-
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2.
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-
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3.
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-
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4.
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-
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5.
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-
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6.
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7.
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-
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8.
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-
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9.
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-
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-
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-
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IN ATTENDENCE

1.
Mr. M. P. Haridas

-
General Manager, Olympic Council of Malaysia

2.
Mr. N. A. Baskaran

-
Executive, Olympic Council of Malaysia.

3.
Ms. Betty Lim


-
Executive, Olympic Council of Malaysia.

4.
Mr. Fong Wan Hor

-
Executive, Olympic Council of Malaysia.

5.
Mrs. Nomala Taslim

- 
Executive, Olympic Council of Malaysia.

6.
Mrs. Norliza Abdul Aziz 
- 
Executive, Olympic Council of Malaysia.

7.
Mrs. Norhana Yunos 

-
Executive, Olympic Council of Malaysia.

8.
Mrs. Salmah Abd. Malek
-
Executive, Olympic Council of Malaysia.

9.
Mr. Mohd Damahuri bin Mohd Nasir - 
Executive, Olympic Council of Malaysia.

10.
Ms. Ng Swee Fong

-
Executive, Olympic Council of Malaysia.

11.
Mr. Joe Marcose

-
Executive, Olympic Council of Malaysia.

12.
Ms. Heng Soon Fern

- 
Intern, Olympic Council of Malaysia.

13.
Ms. Chen Tyen Yee

- 
Intern, Olympic Council of Malaysia.

OBSERVER

1.
Mr. Chris Syer

ABSENT WITH APOLOGIES

1.
Y.Bhg. Datuk Setia Raja, Tan Sri Datuk Seri


Hamzah bin Haji Abu Samah

      - Hon. Life President/Hon. IOC Member

2.
Y.Bhg. Prof. Dato’ Dr. Zakaria Haji Ahmad - Vice President

3.
Y.Bhg. Dato’ Seri Kee Yong Wee
      -  Honorary Treasurer

1.
ROLL CALL

1.1
Delegates from 26 Ordinary Members and 6 Associate Members were present, making a total of 49 voting delegates and 6 non-voting delegates. The names of the delegates are as shown in the attendance list above.

2.
PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

2.1
The President in his Opening Address informed the General Assembly that 2006 was a non-election year. He paid tribute to the late Tun Abdul Ghaffar Baba, a former Deputy Prime Minister of Malaysia and former President of the Lawn Tennis Association of Malaysia, who passed away on 23rd April 2006, for his contributions to the development of sports in Malaysia and for obtaining a government grant of RM5.0 million for 

the construction of Phase I of Wisma OCM.  The General Assembly recorded a minute’s silence in memory of the late Tun Abdul Ghafar Baba.

2.2
The President stated that Olympic Council of Malaysia participated in 23rd SEA Games in the Philippine, from 27th November to 5th December 2005 and in the XVIII Commonwealth Games in Melbourne from 15th to 23rd March 2006, achieving good results in both the above Games. He recorded the appreciation of the Olympic Council of Malaysia to Ms. Low Beng Choo and Y.Bhg. Dato’ Seri Kee Yong Wee, the Chefs de Mission of the above two Games. 

2.3
The President congratulated Y.Bhg. Dato’ A. Sani Karim, Y.Bhg. Dato’ Roy Rajasingham and Puan Latifah Tan Sri Ya’cob for their recent conferment of state and national awards. 

2.4
The President informed the General Assembly that there are a number of events in the coming months. The Doha 2006 Asian Games, with Y.Bhg. Dato’ A. Sani Karim, as the Chef de Mission is very important. He reminded the National Sports Associations participating in the Doha Asian Games to appoint their Team Managers as soon as possible. He added that Team Managers must know the competition rules of their respective sports in the Asian Games and must also know their athletes well. The Team Managers must ensure that the athletes have the best support and environment to perform their best and hence the appointment of good Team Managers is very important. 

2.5
On the selection of the athletes and teams for the Doha 2006 Asian Games, the President stated that the Selection Committee would meet on 28th and 29th August 2006. The existing approved selection criteria have not been changed. Athletes who do not qualify could still be selected to participate in the Doha 2006 Asian Games, if in the opinion of the OCM Selection Committee, their participation would be beneficial to their future development to be world class athletes. In addition, athletes and teams, who failed to qualify could still participate in the Doha 2006 Asian Games under Category ‘B’, and if any athlete or team was to win a medal in Doha, their expenses would be reimbursed.

2.6
The President stated that Malaysia is a popular destination/venue for the hosting of sports events and championships. National Sports Associations will continue to host major sports events. He informed the general Assembly that the International Olympic Committee (IOC) had awarded that 12th World Sport for All Congress in 2008 to OCM.  He added that the 12th World Sport for All Congress would be a very important event, as Sport for All is an important activity of OCM and the NSAs. As such, Malaysia should take the opportunity to show-case its Sport for All activities, one proud example was the Hash House Harriers, which was founded in Malaysia, and has now spread to many countries throughout the world. 

2.7
He informed the General Assembly that the International Council of Arbitration of Sport (ICAS) Council meeting would be held in Kuala Lumpur on 8th November 2006. He added that one of the objectives for hosting the ICAS Council meeting is to bid for the Regional CAS Centre to be located in Kuala Lumpur.  If the Bid were successful, it would put Kuala Lumpur on the world map as the only Asian country to have a regional center for arbitration of sport and would also provide Asian sports disputes to be settled in Kuala Lumpur at much reduced cost. The President also informed the General Assembly that the Executive Board and the Sports Committee of the Commonwealth Games Federation would be holding their meetings in Kuala Lumpur from 13th to 19th November 2006. 

2.8
On the domestic scene, the President informed the General Assembly that the 8th OCM Annual Conference would be jointly organized with the National Sports Council Malaysia on 29th July 2006, on the subject of Sukan Malaysia (SUKMA). He stated that there have been much controversies and dissatisfactions on eligibility, officiating, etc., raised during past Sukma. As such it is important for NSAs to contribute their views and suggestions on what they would like to be in Sukma, for the development of Malaysian sport. 

2.9
The President recalled that he was the initiator of Sukma in 1986, with the objective of placing some responsibility on the States to train their young athletes and for the States to develop some sports facilities for their sports development. However, over the years, things have changed and the states look for short-cuts to win gold medals instead of developing their young athletes. The Conference will therefore study and discuss Sukma from all perspectives, from the proposal to impose qualifying standards and selection of sports to governance and hosting issues. The President stressed on the importance for the NSAs to attend and contribute their views at the Conference. 

2.10
The President stated that in view of the large amount of funds allocated to sports development by the Government, it is important for the NSAs to be close and to work with the Government, especially on Sport for All programmes. The President congratulated YBM Dato’ Seri DiRaja Syed Razlan Jamalullail, President of the Malaysian Rugby Union, on his appointment as Chairman of the Merdeka Stadium Board.  The President added that any NSAs, with good suggestions on how the National Sports Complex Bukit Jalil, could be utilized more for sports development, could contact the Chairman of the Merdeka Stadium Board. 

3.
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF 24TH AGA HELD ON 11TH JUNE 2005

3.1
The Minutes of the 24th Annual General Assembly were confirmed, without any amendment, proposed by the delegate from the Malaysian National Cycling Federation, Y.Bhg. Datuk Naim Datuk Mohamad and seconded by the delegate from the Malaysia Basketball Association, Mr. Ong Leng Kok.

4.
MATTERS ARISING
4.1
No matter was brought up for discussion.

5.
PRESENTATION AND ADOPTION OF 24TH ANNUAL REPORT FOR 

THE PERIOD 1ST JUNE 2005 TO 31ST MAY 2006.

5.1
The President presented the 24th Annual Report and highlighted the following matters in the Report.

5.1.1
The President reported that the exhibits in the OCM Sports Museum, were slowly being collated and displayed. He appealed to the Members of OCM to contribute or loan some of their sports items, with historical value, to be exhibited in the OCM Museum. 

5.1.2
The President stated that OCM has good relationship with the media. He introduced Mr. Joe Marcose, the part-time Media Officer of OCM and added that Mr. Joe Marcose is prepared to assist any Member of OCM on media matters.

5.1.3
The President reported that the Malaysian National Olympic Academy is one of best National Olympic Academies in the world. He requested NSAs to send their young athletes and officials to attend future NOA Sessions for Young Participants, especially those NSAs, which have not sent any participants before.  

5.1.4
The President informed the General Assembly that the 14th OCM Annual Dinner would be held on 22nd December 2006. The new SPB Yang DiPertuan Agong would be the Guest of Honour. 

5.1.5
On the Iowa-Malaysia Youth Sports Management Exchange Programme, the President stated that a group of about 15 persons have been selected for training in Iowa in September 2006.

5.1.6
The President stated that with the establishment of the OCM Sports Goodwill Ambassadors (SGA), the Annual Ex-International Golf Challenge 2006 would be organized by the SGA. He added that one of the roles of the SGA is to promote sport for all activities, through its members, who are former national athletes and officials.

5.1.7 At the end of the President’s presentation of the 24th Annual Report, the General Assembly unanimously approved the Report. 

6.
PRESENTATION AND ADOPTION OF AUDITED STATEMENTS OF ACCOUNTS FOR THE PERIOD 1ST JANUARY TO 31ST DECEMBER 2005.

6.1
In the absence of the Honorary Treasurer, the President requested the Honorary Assistant Treasurer to present the audited statement of accounts. 

6.2
The Honorary Assistant Treasurer then presented the audited statements of accounts for the Financial Year 1st January to 31st December 2005, for the approval of the General Assembly. As no matter was raised, the Audited Statements of Accounts for Financial Year 1st January to 31st December 2005, were unanimously approved and adopted. Proposed by the delegate from the Malaysian National Cycling Federation, Y.Bhg. Datuk Hj. Naim Datuk Mohamad and seconded by the delegate from the Malaysia Amateur Athletic Association, Lt. Col (R) Abdul Hamid Barkat Ali

7.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS FOR WHICH DUE NOTICE IN WRITING SHALL HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO THE HONORARY SECRETARY, AT LEAST FOURTEEN (14) DAYS BEFORE THE 25TH ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

7.1
The President presented the proposed amendments to the Constitution of OCM, and informed the General Assembly that the proposed amendments had been discussed and approved by the OCM Executive Board. He clarified that in accordance with the requirements of the IOC, the Constitutions of all NOCs have to be approved by the IOC, to ensure that there are no conflicts between the Olympic Charter and the Constitutions of the NOCs. 

7.2
The President stated that at the recent 15thANOC General Assembly held in Seoul from 2nd to 4th April 2006, one of the decisions was for all NOCs whose Constitutions have not been approved by the IOC to do so as soon as possible.  The President added that at his recent meeting with the IOC President this subject was also discussed.

7.3
The President informed the General Assembly that since returning from Seoul, the Hon. Secretary had sent the existing OCM’s Constitution to the NOC Department of the IOC for vetting and to seek their advice to ensure there were no inconsistencies between OCM’s Constitution and the Olympic Charter.  The NOC Relations Department of the IOC after studying OCM’s Constitution had recommended a number of amendments, which were sent to the NSAs and OCM’s Executive Board for their comments before presentation to the General Assembly for approval.

7.4
The President informed the General Assembly that he would go through the proposed 

amendments, one by one, so that the delegates could have the opportunity to give their 

comments and to seek clarifications.

7.5
Proposed Preamble

We, the Olympic Council of Malaysia, an organization belonging to the Olympic Movement, duly represented by the undersigned, hereby undertake to respect the provisions of the Olympic Charter and the World Anti-Doping Code and to abide by the decisions of the IOC. We undertake, in accordance with our mission and role at national level, to participate in actions to promote peace and to promote women in sport. We also undertake to support and encourage the promotion of sports ethics, to fight against doping and to demonstrate a responsible concern for environmental issues.

7.5.1
There were no comments from the General Assembly.

7.6
Proposed new Article 3.4

The Flag, the emblem and the anthem adopted by the OCM for use in relation to its activities, including the Olympic Games, shall be subject to the approval of the IOC Executive Board.          

7.6.1
There were no comments from the General Assembly.

7.7
Renumbering of existing Article 3.4
7.7.1
Approval of the proposed new Article 3.4 by the General Assembly would require the existing Article 3.4 to be renumbered as Article 3.5.

7.8
Proposed new Article 4.3

The OCM has the exclusive authority to select and designate the city, which may apply to organize Olympic Games, the Commonwealth Games, the Asian Games and the SEA Games in Malaysia

7.8.1
There were no comments from the General Assembly.

7.9
Renumbering of existing Article 4.3

7.9.1
Approval of the proposed new Article 4.3 by the General Assembly would require the existing Article 4.3 to be renumbered as Article 4.4.

7.10
Proposed replacement of existing Article 5.9

To adopt and implement the World Anti Doping Code, thereby ensuring that the Olympic Council of Malaysia anti-doping policies and rules, membership and/or funding requirements and results management procedures conform with the World Anti Doping Code and respect all the rules and responsibilities for NOCs that are listed within the World Anti Doping Code.

7.10.1
The President clarified that the amendments were proposed to be inline with the WADA Code.

7.11
Proposed new Article 5.10
To take action against any form of discrimination and violence in sport.

7.11.1
There were no comments from the General Assembly.

7.12
Renumbering of existing Article 5.10 to Article 5.15

7.12.1
Approval of the proposed new Article 5.10 by the General Assembly would require the existing Articles 5.10 to 5.15 to be renumbered as Articles 5.11 to 5.16.

7.13
Proposed new Article 7.2

OCM shall be solely responsible for the acceptance of membership.
7.13.1
There were no comments from the General Assembly.

7.14
Proposed new Article 7.3
All National Sports Associations affiliated to the International Federations governing sports included in the programme of the Olympic Games must be included as members of the OCM.

7.14.1
Cik Low Beng Choo, Vice President of OCM and President of the Softball Association of Malaysia, cautioned the General Assembly that the proposed amendment could make it difficult for OCM not to accept any National Sports Associations of Olympic Sport to be members of OCM. 

7.14.2
The Hon. Secretary clarified that the above amendment should be read in conjunction with other articles in OCM’s Constitution, which stipulate that NSAs should be registered under the Sports Development Act 1997, or the Societies Act 1966 or the Companies Act 1965, before they could apply for affiliation with OCM.  As such there are sufficient existing Articles in OCM’s Constitution to protect OCM from being forced to accept any NSA to be a member of OCM. He added that the above amendment is in the Olympic Charter, but OCM has still not accepted a number of Olympic sports, such as Wrestling and Modern Pentathlon, as members of OCM. He said that the intention of the IOC is to prevent any NSA of an Olympic sport, which is qualified to be a member of an NOC, from being unfairly prevented from being affiliated as a member by the NOC.

7.15
Renumbering of existing Articles 7.2 to 7.9

7.15.1
Approval of the proposed new Articles 7.2 and 7.3 by the General Assembly would require the existing Articles 7.2 to 7.9 to be renumbered as Articles 7.4 to 7.11.

7.16
Proposed new Article 9.3

Proof must be adduced with each application for membership that the National Sports Association exercise a specific and real sports activity in Malaysia and internationally, in particular by organizing and participating in competitions and implementing training programmes for athletes.

7.16.1
There were no comments from the General Assembly.

7.17
Proposed new Article 9.4
Application by a National Sports Association to be an Ordinary Member of the OCM, must submit proof that its International Federation has at least 50 members in 3 continents.

7.17.1
The President clarified the proposed amendment, if approved, will have no effects on the status of existing members, but would make it more difficult for new NSAs to become Ordinary Members of OCM, but would not affect them from applying to become Associate Members of OCM. 

7.18
Proposed new Article 9.5
The OCM shall not recognize more than one national federation for each sport governed by an International Federation.

7.18.1
Encik Satwant Singh, the delegate from the Football Association of Malaysia, commented that the proposed amendments would affect the position of the two existing Ordinary Members of OCM, the Malaysian Hockey Federation (MHF) and the Malaysian Women’s Hockey Association (MWHA), which have now been amalgamated by the International Hockey Federation into one National Hockey Federation. 

7.18.2
The President agreed with the comment, and stated that the matter would be studied, once the amendment has been approved by the Sports Commission,

7.19
Renumbering of existing Articles 9.3 to 9.5

7.19.1
Approval of the proposed new Articles 9.3 to 9.5 by the General Assembly would require the existing Articles 9.3 to 9.5 to be renumbered as Articles 9.6 to 9.8.

7.20
Proposed new Article 10.2.5
Office-Bearers or representatives of the OCM, except for professional sports administrators, shall not accept any compensation or monies of any kind in consideration for their services or the performance of their duties.

7.20.1
The President clarified that the above Article is to prevent elected office bearers of OCM from taking a commission or allowance from OCM.  However, they could be reimbursed for actual expenses incurred while carrying out their duties on behalf of OCM.

7.21
Proposed new Article 22.3

Any dispute arising on the occasion of, or in connection with, the Olympic Games shall be submitted exclusively to the Court of Arbitration for Sport, in accordance with the Code of Sports-Related Arbitration.

7.21.1
There were no comments from the General Assembly.

7.22
Renumbering of existing Articles 22.3 to 22.5

7.22.1
Approval of the proposed new Article 22.3 by the General Assembly would require the existing Articles 22.3 to 22.5 to be renumbered as Articles 22.4 to 22.6.

7.23
Proposed new Article 29.5

The voting majority of the General Assembly, of the Executive Council and of the Executive Board shall consist of votes cast by the Olympic sports federations or their representatives.

7.23.1
Prof. W.Y. Chin, Vice President of OCM and President of the Malaysian Snooker and Billiards Federation, stated that as the existing OCM Constitution entitles each Board Member to one vote, by adopting the proposed new Article 29.5, would appear to contradict the OCM Constitution by depriving both Y.Bhg. Datuk Dr. M.Jegathesan and Y.Bhg. Dato’ Sieh Kok Chi, their voting rights in OCM’s Executive Board, as they are concurrently not serving an active rank with the NSAs of any Olympic Sports.   

7.23.2
Y.Bhg. Datuk Hj. Naim Datuk Mohamad the delegate from the Malaysian National Cycling Federation, expressed surprise at the disagreement and misunderstanding by the members of OCM’s Executive Board on the proposed amendments. 

7.23.3
In view of the comments of Prof. W. Y. Chin on the proposed new Article 29.5 and the observation of Y.Bhg. Datuk Hj. Naim Datuk Mohamad, the President decided to withdraw the proposed new Article 29.5, for consideration by the General Assembly. 

7.24
Proposed amendment to existing Article 29.6

All matters, excluding those provided for under Article 23, 25, 26, 34 and 35, put to vote at any General Assembly, Executive Council, Executive Committee or Committee meetings, shall be decided by a simple majority of the vote cast.

7.24.1
The President clarified that the proposed amendment is to correct the typographical error in the existing Article 29.6, which referred to Articles 32 and 33 when the correct articles are Articles 34 and 35.

7.25
Proposed New Article 36.1

The Constitution of the Olympic Council of Malaysia shall, at all times, comply with the Olympic Charter to which it must refer expressly. If there is any doubt as to the signification or interpretation of the Constitution of the OCM, or if there is a contradiction between such Constitution and the Olympic Charter, the latter takes precedence.

7.25.1
There were no comments from the General Assembly.

7.26
Renumbering of existing Articles 36.1 and 36.2

7.26.1
Approval of the proposed new Article 36.1 by the General Assembly would require the existing Articles 36.1 and 36.2 to be renumbered as Article 36.2 and 36.3.

7.27
At the end of the presentation, Prof. W.Y. Chin asked the President whether there would be a vote on the proposed amendments.  The President then called for a vote on the proposed amendments, excluding the proposed new Article 29.5, which had been withdrawn, by a show of hands by the voting delegates present at the General Assembly.  The General Assembly unanimously approved the proposed amendments, without any objection.

8. 
The 25th OCM Annual General Assembly was then adjourned with a vote of thanks to the     Chair at 12.00 noon.
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(Dato’ Sieh Kok Chi)






Honorary Secretary
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